
 
 

R E M O V A B L E 	
   P A R T I A L 	
   D E N T U R E 	
  
 
	
  

A	
  REMOVABLE	
  PARTIAL	
  DENTURE	
  (RPD)	
  IS	
  AN	
  APPLIANCE	
  THAT	
  REPLACES	
  ONE	
  OR	
  MORE	
  MISSING	
  TEETH.	
  IT	
  iS	
  NOT	
  CEMENTED	
  IN	
  THE	
  
MOUTH	
  AND	
  CAN	
  BE	
  TAKEN	
  OUT 

	
  

FREQUENTLY	
  ASKED	
  QUESTIONS
	
  
	
  

1.	
  What	
  material	
  is	
  in	
  a	
  Removable	
  Partial	
  Denture?	
  
•	
  The	
  framework	
  of	
  an	
  RPD	
  is	
  made	
  of	
  a	
  metal	
  alloy	
  for	
  strength.	
  The	
  teeth	
  are	
  

made	
  of	
  Tooth	
  Coloured	
  acrylic	
  or	
  porcelain.	
  The	
  teeth	
  are	
  attached	
  to	
  the	
  
metal	
  framework	
  by	
  pink	
  acrylic	
  which	
  simulates	
  gums.	
  

2. What	
  are	
  the	
  benefits	
  of	
  a	
  Removable	
  Partial	
  Denture?	
  
• An	
  RPD	
  restores	
   function	
  and	
  appearance	
   to	
  a	
  broken	
  down	
  mouth.	
   It	
   is	
  

usually	
   the	
   most	
   cost	
   effective	
   way	
   of	
   replacing	
   teeth,	
   especially	
   in	
   a	
  
mouth	
  where	
  many	
  teeth	
  are	
  missing.	
  An	
  RPD	
  can	
  also	
  provide	
  important	
  
support	
  to	
  facial	
  structures	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  lips;	
  helping	
  to	
  in	
  maintain	
  a	
  more	
  
youthful	
  appearance.	
  

3. What	
  are	
  the	
  risks	
  of	
  a	
  Removable	
  Partial	
  Denture?	
  
• RPD's,	
   even	
   under	
   the	
   best	
   of	
   circumstances,	
   DO	
   NOT	
   have	
   the	
   same	
  

chewing	
  efficiency	
  as	
  natural	
   teeth.	
  The	
  ability	
   to	
  chew	
  food	
  depends	
  on	
  
the	
   stability	
   and	
   retention	
   of	
   the	
   dentures.	
   Stability	
   and	
   retention	
   are	
  
affected	
   by	
   many	
   factors,	
   including	
   the	
   attachment	
   of	
   the	
   dentures	
   to	
  
natural	
   teeth	
   as	
   well	
   as	
   the	
   amount	
   and	
   type	
   of	
   bone,	
   gums	
   and	
   saliva	
  
present	
  in	
  the	
  patient's	
  mouth.	
  

4. What	
  are	
  the	
  alternatives	
  to	
  having	
  a	
  Removable	
  Partial	
  Denture?	
  
• A	
  bridge	
  
• A	
  complete	
  denture	
  
• Implants	
  which	
  attach	
  to:	
  

a. Crowns	
  or	
  bridges	
  
b. An	
  RPD	
  
c. A	
  complete	
  denture	
  

• Leave	
  your	
  mouth	
  as	
  it	
  is	
  

5. How	
  can	
  an	
  existing	
  bite	
  affect	
  a	
  Removable	
  Partial	
  Denture?	
  
• Uneven	
   or	
   excessive	
   bite	
   forces	
   may	
   cause	
   wear	
   and	
   fracture	
   of	
   the	
  

denture	
  teeth,	
  denture	
  base,	
  denture	
  clasps	
  and	
  natural	
  teeth.	
  

6.	
  Are	
  there	
  any	
  post	
  treatment	
  limitations	
  once	
  I	
  have	
  a	
  Removable	
  Partial	
  
Denture?	
  

To	
  keep	
  the	
  tissue	
  under	
  the	
  appliance	
  healthy	
  your	
  RPD	
  should	
  be	
  left	
  out	
  of	
  
your	
  mouth	
  during	
  sleep.	
  The	
  teeth	
  in	
  the	
  RPD	
  are	
  not	
  as	
  strong	
  as	
  your	
  
natural	
  teeth	
  and	
  you	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  chew	
  as	
  heavily	
  on	
  them.	
  The	
  
appliance	
  will	
  tend	
  to	
  get	
  food	
  trapped	
  underneath	
  it	
  and	
  you	
  may	
  have	
  to	
  
remove	
  and	
  clean	
  it	
  after	
  eating. 

 

Partial Denture Replacing Upper Teeth 

 

Partial Denture Replacing Lower Teeth 


